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Alternative School Placements

When students with special educational needs require services that are not able to be provided within the public school setting, they may require placement in an alternative school setting. Although parents always are free to find alternative private or parochial schools for their children at their own expense, school departments pay for alternative school placements only in rare circumstances. Federal law requires that students be educated in the least restrictive educational setting (LRE) that can meet their needs. This means that students should attend school with peers in their own community and with students in regular education as much as possible. If the school department has attempted to provide supports for a student but continues to have difficulties meeting the student’s needs, a referral may be made to an out-of-district placement in order to obtain a more comprehensive evaluation of the student’s needs and/or to secure an ongoing placement that can offer additional services that are not available in the public school setting.

Parents who believe that their child may benefit from placement in a school-funded alternative school setting should consult with the educational team at their child’s school and the Director of Special Education within their local school department. Referrals to school-funded placements must come from the school department and cannot be made directly by parents, therapists, or physicians.

Alternative School Placements in Washington County include:
Arcadia Academy
Camp E-Hun-Tee
1 Camp E Hun-Tee Place
Exeter, RI 02822
401-539-7775

Bradley School – South County
4781 Tower Hill Road 
Wakefield, RI 02879 
401-284-1040

ForwardVIEW Academy
SORICO
646 Camp Ave.
N. Kingstown, RI 02852
401-295-2888, Ext. 112

South Shore School
1157 South Road
S. Kingstown, RI 02879
789-1367
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