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Mentoring Programs

Mentoring Programs match adult volunteers with students to provide positive role models and one-on-one attention and support. The goals of mentoring programs are:

· To keep students in school
· Increase self-esteem
· Improve attitude toward school 

· Improve attendance 

· Improve academic performance
Mentoring programs can be site-based (where the mentors meet with the child on school grounds once per week) or community-based (where the mentors and mentees meet to do an activity out in the community). Mentoring has been proven to be effective way in reducing a child’s use of drugs and alcohol, increasing school attendance and reducing the likelihood of resorting to violent behavior. In fact, kids participating in mentoring programs are . . . 
     >46% less likely to begin using drugs
     >27% less likely to begin using alcohol 
     >53% less likely to skip school
     >33% less likely to engage in violence

The mentoring programs for youth in the Washington County area are as follows:

Big Sisters of RI (statewide)
Program pairs adult women who are at least 19 years old with girls in the community, aged 7 to 14, from a variety of family constellations in need of extra support and guidance. Big Sisters RI also has a school-based mentoring program in Westerly, where high school female students are paired with girls in the local elementary school.
Christine Allen, Program Coordinator (401)284-2583
1220 Kingstown Rd, Suite 104, Peace Dale, RI 02883
http://www.bigsistersri.org
Big Brothers of RI (statewide) 
Matches fatherless boys between the ages of 7-14 with an adult male mentor. The Big & Little Brother meet once a week for 2-5 hours. The Big & Little Brother participate in sports, cultural activities or community events. The Big Brothers also assist with school work and provide guidance and support to the child.
Val Sinesi, Executive Director (401)432-9955
3300 Pawtucket Avenue, East Providence, RI 02915
http://www.bigbrothersri.org
Chariho RYSE Program
Chariho’s RYSE (Reaching Youth through Supports and Education) Mentoring Program is a program that is individually designed to help youth foster positive relationships with a caring adult role model. The goal of this program is to build positive relationships through one to one mentor guided support and direction to assist youth in the development of positive, productive, and functional behaviors as well as to develop a new view of self as an important human being. This program serves middle school and high school students.
Jamie Savage, Program Coordinator (401) 714-2757 
455A Switch Street, Wood River Junction, RI 02894
Exeter/West Greenwich Mentor Program
High school students and community members mentor children in grades 1 & 2 during the school day.
Merrily Wilbur, Counselor and Sharon Pelser, APT (401)295-8808 
100 Victory Highway, Exeter, RI 02882
Feinstein Narragansett Mentor Program
Pairs mentors with elementary, middle school and high school students.
Narragansett Pier Middle School, Narragansett, RI 
Jack Fair Coordinator (401)783-1139
Kathy Giard and/or Ann Mary Garris, Program Coordinators (401) 792-9430
235 South Pier Road, Narragansett, RI 02882
Feinstein/North Kingstown Mentor Program
This is an enrichment program that pairs students who have been shown to benefit from appropriate one-to-one attention with caring adults. 
Nancy Pope, Director (401)268-6594
100 Fairway Drive, North Kingstown, RI 02852
Narragansett Youth Task Force Mentor Program
Ann Mary Garris (401)789-9427
P.O. Box 173, Narragansett, RI, 02882

South Kingstown CARES (Connecting All Resources Support)
Matches tutors and mentors in public schools in South Kingstown, RI. SK CARES also works with several programs at URI (RI Reads, America Reads, MTI@URI) and with the Community Partnership for Prevention Teen Task Force. Mentors range from middle and high school students to university students to parents and adult community members. 
Midge Kahn, Coordinator (401)792-9673 
153 School St. Wakefield, RI 02879
http://www.skcares.org
Westerly Public Schools
The school-based program assigns mentors to students in grades 4 through 12. Established in 1998, it began with 10 mentors. There are now over 100 mentors serving throughout Westerly’s schools. The one hour per week, one to one mentoring sessions take place during the school day, on school grounds for the school year.
Steve Iacoi, Program Coordinator (401) 596-2101 
23 Ward Avenue, Westerly, RI 02891
Rhode Island is fortunate to have a network of mentoring programs for children and adolescents associated with the Rhode Island Mentoring Partnership (a part of the National Mentoring Partnership).  The Rhode Island Mentoring Partnership has recently begun an e-Mentoring program. For more information about this and other statewide mentoring programs contact the RI Mentoring Partnership at (401) 732-7700 or http://www.rimentor.org/Feinstein_Network.htm
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